
 

            
Dear friends of the Melbourne Welsh, 
Welcome to our 2007 winter newsletter.  

Melbourne Welsh Male Choir to sing in London 

The choir has accepted an invitation to be part of the 21st Festival of Male Choirs Concert at the Royal 
Albert Hall in London on the 18th October 2008. This festival concert, which will involve almost a 
thousand voices, is held every two years and is always a sell-out. The Choir is planning to give a 
number of other concerts, as part of a tour of England and Wales, prior to the London concert. 

The conductor of the massed festival choir will be Dr Haydn James, Music Director of the London 
Welsh Male Choir and he will be in Australia later this year to conduct a concert at the Sydney Opera 
House. He will also attend a special Melbourne Welsh Male Choir rehearsal on Monday 19th 
November, to check that we are on track with the repertoire for the London concert and to give us an 
insight into how the concert will be run. While our repertoire already contains many of the numbers in 
the London programme there is still a significant learning curve for the balance of the music. 

Annual Concert and Singer of the Year Competition 

Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University – 8th September 2007 at 8.00pm 

Our patrons will get an early taste of some of the new London repertoire at our Annual Concert and 
Singer of the Year Competition.  In addition there will be delightful performances by the three 
young talented competition finalists. We gratefully acknowledge the support of the CMG Group in 
sponsoring the prizes for this year’s concert. 

Those of you who saw the Australian TV show “OPERATUNITY” may not have realised that 
Antoinette Halloran, one of the show’s adjudicators is a past winner of the SOTY competition, as was 
Sally Ann Russell, who’s new CD for the ABC “Enchanting” is riding high in the classical charts. The 
choir is proud to have helped in supporting the careers of these fine singers and of many other finalists 
who are now performing worldwide.  We recently heard from another of our past winners, Michelle 
Cook who is performing in Europe, particularly Spain and recently in Prague (with the Prague Radio 
Orchestra) and soon to visit Argentina to sing in Le Donne di Giacomo, Puccini. In February 2008 she 
sings in the Gran Teatro del Liceu, Barcelona in the opera Elektra. 

TICKETS for 8th SEPTEMBER 

As a special offer to Melbourne Welsh Male Choir subscribers, discounted Early Bird Tickets will be 
available for a short period only. For tickets please e-mail Bob Williams at 
tickets@melbournewelshchoir.com.au or phone: (03) 9801 1292. Alternatively you can buy your 
tickets online via our secure website which is linked from www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au. 

The tickets at $30 are an absolute steal for the quality of the entertainment.  

For group bookings of 10 or more there is a $2.50 discount and for Early Bird bookings before 
August 8th you can save a further $2.50 per ticket giving you the opportunity to buy tickets for $25 
each. 

Recent Concerts 

On the 17th of June the choir returned to the RACV Club Melbourne for a wonderful afternoon 
concert at this lovely venue. A full house was treated to a smorgasbord of choir singing, a wonderful 
string quartet, the Bank Street Quartet as well as two lively solos from our own “Kitten on the Keys” 
Linda O’Brien.   

As a result of the success of our concerts for the RACV, the choir has been invited to perform at the 
RACV Cape Schanck Resort on October 28th, following a car rally from the RACV City Club to the 
Resort. They are expecting a hundred or more old vehicles and hopefully many "new" friends of the 
choir. 

On the 8th July the winner of the 2005 SOTY, Lauren Oldham, travelled with the choir to Meeniyan. 
In addition to the wonderful country hospitality which the choir received, the enthusiastic audience 
gave us a standing ovation following the final number which had Lauren combining with the choir for 
“You’ll never walk alone” from Carousel, one of the arrangements we will perform in London. 

 



 

 

Forthcoming Local Concert Programme 

Other Choir concerts in the pipeline include: 
 

•  St Andrews Brighton   - Sunday 19th August at 2:00 p.m. 

•  Tuckers Geelong    - Friday 5th October 2007 at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

•  Drum Theatre Dandenong  - Saturday 27th October 2007. This will be a joint concert with 
the Greater Dandenong Brass band. 

For details of these and other upcoming concerts please check our website 
www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au or contact our ticket secretary Bob Williams on 9801 1292.   

New Uniform 

After almost 10 years with our grey uniforms, the choir has a changed look. The new uniform is a 
single breasted, navy blue suit with the choir logo on the pocket. To see how it looks why not look up 
our website where there is a picture of the choir performing at the RACV Club. 

Interested in joining the choir? 
The choir continues to grow but we are always on the look out for new members. If you are interested 
in joining the choir, give our secretary Barrie Pickersgill a call on (03) 9870 8891, or just come along 
and sit in on our regular Wednesday night rehearsals at Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Avenue, 
Ringwood. We will be pleased to see you and you will be made most welcome. 
Whatever your level of musical competence, you will experience a sympathetic conductor and 
accompanist, a great environment and a group of friendly, dedicated and talented choristers.  Many of 
our members have had no formal musical training, but they work hard, enjoy what they do and are 
keen to help the choir achieve new heights. 
If you simply want to see and hear the choir rehearsing, please come along.  Visitors are always 
welcome and if you come on the first Wednesday in the month we’ll even offer you a sandwich or a 
cake.  You’ll appreciate how a four-part harmony, male voice arrangement is developed to the 
polished state you see on stage.  Having an audience tends to keep our choristers in check, without 
inhibiting the fun and banter, which is part of every rehearsal! 

Communication 
The Choir depends on ticket sales to its concerts for most of its income, so your patronage is essential 
to our survival and growth.  Feel free to copy or circulate this newsletter to any of your friends and if 
you would like us to add them to our distribution list then let us know.  
Email and the Internet is our preferred way of communication with our supporters so, if you’ve 
recently joined the Internet fraternity, send us an email and we’ll update our database and send future 
communications via email.  In addition to getting faster and more regular information from the choir, 
you’ll also save us postage. Please also have a look at the COMPETITION at the bottom of this page. 
Write to us and let us know what you think of our performances, introduce us to your friends and tell 
us what you would like us to perform at forthcoming events. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts. 
Iechyd da 
Gwyn Harper, Editor. 
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To encourage you joining our email list, in September we’re going to draw five email addresses from 

our database and each will WIN A VOUCHER which can be exchanged for either: 
€ Double tickets to our St David’s Day Concert in March 2008 or 
€ Our latest double CD “The Welsh Collection” and “Favourites from Around the World”  

All you have to do is send an email to membership@melbournewelshchoir.com.au and if you 
haven’t got an email address why not ask one of the kids if you can use theirs! 

 


