
Friends of the Melbourne Welsh
Newsletter  July 2009

Our recent concert Voices & Brass with the Australia Welsh 
Male Choir and City of Greater Dandenong Band at Monash 
on Sunday 21st June was a huge success. The comments 
in the foyer afterwards were universally complimentary on 
the variety of the programme.  Highlights: Roy Best singing 

A great start to the year 2009 was our St David’s Day 
concert in aid of the Victorian Bushfire Appeal at Yarra 
Valley Grammar School. Almost a capacity audience, and as 
a result we were able to donate over $12,000 to the appeal.  
Some email comments received:
‘The concert put on last night by your Melbourne Welsh Male 
Choir was truly wonderful. The music was of exceptional 
quality and the overall night very enjoyable.’
‘a great evening - top drawer!  Some of the harp solos were 
amazing.’
‘What a triumph it was tonight. We so much enjoyed your 
performance and the audience - of what seemed to be Full 
House - gave a standing ovation.... the standard of soloists 
was very high.’
‘.....wonderful power point presentation at the start, it set 
the tone for a wonderful evening, and Amazing Grace was 
a master stroke.’
‘....this was a particularly fine concert.’
‘....my phone has been busy since yesterday morning, saying 
what a really great concert it was on Saturday. The general 
feeling is that it was one of the best concerts that they had 
attended and are hoping for more of the same.’
‘What power there is in the performance of music and 
singing; how it comes from deep within us and reaches into 
all those in the audience who share the experience!’
‘...the concert on Sat. night was one of the best outings I’ve 
experienced.  Mum and Dad were blown away and I have 
to admit the second half of the program Mum and I spent in 
tears, it was so emotional.  Absolutely fantastic.

Nessun Dorma backed by the choir; the wonderful quartet 
from Rigoletto sung by Roy, Lucas, Jacqueline Porter and 
Suzanne Johnston; Habanera with Suzanne Johnston; O mio 
babbino caro and the Nun’s Chorus with Jacqueline Porter
Some comments received by email after the concert:
‘Wonderful Concert. We thoroughly  enjoyed the whole 
program.  Wonderful afternoon. Please thank everyone 
involved for giving us such wonderful entertainment.’
‘The concert yesterday was really most enjoyable.  It is probably 
one of the very best we have attended. During Nessum Dorma, 
we shed one or two tears.  It was absolutely beautiful.’
‘Just couldn’t let the day go by without letting you know how 
very much I enjoyed the concert this afternoon. ....a wonderful 
job in  picking the different items so that it was a grand mix.’
‘We three enjoyed yesterday’s concert immensely - well 
done to you all.’ 
‘The programme and the variety of performers certainly gave 
the audience more than their value for money. The soloists 
were excellent and the choice of their operatic music was 
both familiar and very appealing to the audience. Habanera 
with Susanne Johnston - sensational entrance and man 
slaying performance! In the Depths of the Temple by Lucas 
and Roy - stunning.’
‘What a fabulous day!  All the people I sold tickets to were 
totally enthralled and thanked me profusely for inviting 
them.  Such a delight.’ 
‘Such a lovely way to spend a Sunday afternoon! The concert 
was wonderful - incredible singing, wonderful soloists and 
so professional.’
‘Great concert, particularly the soloists - the quartet from 
Rigoletto was for me the highlight!’
The soloists alone were worth far more than $35. Sunday 
afternoon was a great time slot and Monash is an easy venue 
to get to and to park.’



We are celebrating our 25th Birthday this year with 
our Annual Night of Song at the Robert Blackwood Hall, 
Monash, 7.30pm Saturday 5th September.  Tickets are 
available both from Monash University and from the Choir.  

If you log on to www.monash.edu.au/monart you can choose 
your own seats from the available plan, and you can even 
print your own tickets.

Choir members will be selling tickets, or you can obtain 
them by ringing our choir ticket secretary Cait Moss 
on 9890 5488.

We have no time for an earlybird offer and a regular price, so 
we are selling all our tickets at the earlybird price of $30.

If you enjoyed our St David’s Day concert, and/or Voices 
& Brass, get in early for good seats. We are working on 
exciting brand new repertoire for this concert.

For those who have been to past Annual Concerts you will 
know that we also hold the Final of our Singer Of The Year 
competition.  Promising young singers below the age of 35 
compete in heats during the week preceding the concert, and 
the winner of Singer Of The Year will be decided within the 
programme on Saturday night.  The singers present 4 songs 
at the heats, and the three finalists then sing two songs at the 
concert, one of which must be Musical Comedy or Musical 
Theatre this year. Prize money is $3,000 for the winner, and 
$1,500 for the other two finalists. As part of the prize, the 
winner will be invited to sing with the choir for Morning 
Melodies, and make a guest appearance in next year’s 
Annual Concert. 

The heats this year will be on Monday evening 31st August 
and Tuesday evening 1st September, so we will be able to 
include the 3 finalists in the actual programme, as well as 
an insert including all the entrants. The heats will be held 
at Melba Conservatorium, York St, Richmond, and you are 
all welcome to come along on either or both evenings to 
enjoy some fantastic singing. No need to book, and there is 
no entry cost for the heats.  The singers really appreciate an 
audience, so we do encourage you to come along.  

Melbourne  Welsh  Male  Choir             P.O. Box 1034  Mountaingate  3156           Ph: 9870 8891
website: www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au        email:  secretary@melbournewelshchoir.com.au

Morning Melodies
Hamer Hall Monday 7th June 2010

Melbourne Welsh Sings Broadway

Sing Along With The 

Melbourne Welsh

Sunday afternoon 2nd May, 2010
Karralyka Theatre, Mines Rd, Ringwood

Here’s your opportunity to be the star and sing old 
favourites backed by the Melbourne Welsh Male Choir. 
We are putting together a special programme of songs 
from our repertoire that you will enjoy singing with the 
choir. Treat your mother and family for Mother’s Day. 

More details later  

St David’s Day Concert 
Saturday 27 February 2010 

George Wood Performing Arts Centre
Yarra Valley Grammar School, Kalinda Rd, Ringwood

Upcoming Choir Events 
9870 8891  secretary@melbournewelshchoir.com.au

•   Gymanfa Ganu 16th August 2009 at 11am 
 Welsh Church, Melbourne
• Tuckers Geelong – Friday 2nd October at 2pm
•    Barwon Heads Fine Music Society Concert 
     8pm Sat 10th October 2009
•   Toongabbie concert – Sunday 15th November 2009
•   St Patrick’s Cathedral – Sunday 4th October 
      afternoon concert

Melbourne Welsh Male Choir
25th Anniversay

Annual Night Of Song

7.30 pm Saturday 5th September
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University

Wellington Road, Mulgrave

Tickets Adult $30 Children under 12 $12.50

Monash University Box Office  9905 1111
Monday to Friday 10.30 am to 6 pm

Online http://www.monash.edu.au/monart

Melbourne Welsh Male Choir 9890 5488
Online: www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au

Including Finals of 
Singer Of The Year 2009

One of our members looked up motels/hotels in the vicinity of Monash 
university for interstate friends to attend our September concert, so 
we thought we would add some of this information for others.

Bruce County Motor Inn      03 9803 5411                            
445 Blackburn Rd, Mount Waverley 3149
2.5km between Pinewood shopping & S� Arterial 

Clayton Monash Motor Inn/Serviced Apts,  03 9544 0911 
1790 Dandenong Rd, Clayton 3168  500m south of University
Gateway on Monash   03 9561 4455
630 Blackburn Road Notting Hill  3168           200 metres

�amplighter Motor Inn,       03 9568 6411                       .
1440 Dandenong Road  Oakleigh 3166
opp Cnr of Ferntree Gully Rd, & Princes Highway
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If not claimed within 7 days, please return to:
MELBOURNE WELSH MALE CHOIR
PO Box 1034 Mountain Gate 3156

Mail Order for tickets to Annual Night of Song
7.30 pm Saturday 5th September at Robert Blackwood Hall 

Monash University, Wellington Road 

Please supply ........ tickets @ $30 ea.          ........ Children under 12 @ $12.50       - Total $ .................             

Please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for return of tickets and mail to
Melbourne Welsh Male Choir P.O. Box 1034 Mountain Gate 3156

Phone enquiries 03 9890 5488

I enclose a cheque                  Please debit my credit card Visa
Mastercard

Expiry Date    .............../...........

Name on card ........................................................................

Name ...............................................................................................

Address: ..................................................................................................................................................Postcode ................

Cut Here


