
Dear Friends of the Melbourne Welsh, 

Welcome to our 2006 winter newsletter and what great news we have for you.  

Aled’s return 
He is coming back, yes the Melbourne Welsh Male Choir will team up once again with Aled 
Jones when he returns to Australia in August. 

We will perform together at two shows in Melbourne, the first at Frankston Performing Arts 
Centre on Friday August 18, and then at the Regent Theatre, Collins St, Melbourne on 
Saturday, August 19th. 

The two concerts with Aled and the choir in December, 2003 were sellouts.  Four-and-a-half 
thousand Melburnians turned out to see the former boy soprano perform and he received a 
standing ovation. Aled appreciated the professionalism and camaraderie of the choir and 
developed such a good working relationship with our Music Director Doug Heywood and 
other members of the choir that he promised to perform with us again when he was next in 
Melbourne. As you can see he is truly a man of his word. 

Aled, who first rose to fame in the 1980s, became the most famous boy soprano in the world. 
Twenty years later his voice is still as beautiful as ever.  His role as a baritone has blossomed 
since he released his first record in Australia to coincide with the 2003 concert and we’d like 
to think we helped him relaunch his singing career. 

As many of you will know, Aled’s career as a well-rounded entertainer in UK has grown 
since he hosted “Songs of Praise” - which he still does - and he is now known as one of the 
UK’s leading TV and stage celebrities. 

As a special offer to Melbourne Welsh Male Choir subscribers, discounted Early Bird tickets 
will be available for a short period only. 

[Insert ticketing details here] 

Doug’s UK jaunt 
Our Music Director, Doug Heywood is currently enjoying a well-earned vacation in the UK, 
where his son Thomas, an internationally renowned organist, is giving a number of recitals. 
One of these is in the chapel at Windsor Castle in front of the queen, so we await with interest 
Doug’s description of the event, on his return. He will also be meeting with Alwyn 
Humphreys, the choir’s patron who, as many of you will recall, shared the conducting and 
acted as adjudicator, for our 2005 Singer of the Year concert last September. 

No doubt Doug will return with more of Alwyn’s wonderful choral arrangements, which may 
even feature in this year’s Singer of the Year concert, which will be held, at the Blackwood 
Hall on Saturday 9th September 2006. As usual, early-bird discounts apply so be sure to get in 
your tickets early [early bird details]/. 

Easter tour to Tasmania 
The winner of last year’s SOTY – Lauren Olden – travelled with the choir to Tasmania on the 
Easter weekend. The Saturday concert, at the Federation Concert Hall, Hobart, ended with the 
choir and Lauren receiving a standing ovation.  The following day we travelled to Port Arthur 
and gave a lunchtime performance to a large, well rugged-up audience in the shell of the 
ruined church on the site. The choir’s harmonies resounded throughout the whole of the 
complex from the windowless church to the overflow crowd on the hill behind and down as 
far as the wharf. 

Commonwealth Games activities 
In March, the choir got a great deal of pleasure, as well as reinforcement of their welsh 
pronunciation, in acting as ambassadors for the Welsh Commonwealth Games team. We 
welcomed them to Melbourne with a brief performance (including “Calon Lan” and the 
Welsh National Anthem) at a welcoming reception at the RACV club, which brought tears to 



the eyes of many of the 250 strong contingent. We’d like to think that it helped them in their 
quest for medals. 

Morning Melodies 
Next month the choir will be performing on Monday 19th June at the Hamer Hall as part of 
the Concert Hall’s Morning Melodies program. For those of you who have never been, it’s a 
great opportunity to see and hear the choir in the wonderful Melbourne Concert Hall 
environment. The choir will be performing two, one-hour concerts, the first at 11:00 a.m. and 
another at 1:00 p.m.  For bookings contact Ticketmaster on 1300136 166. 

Forthcoming Local Concert Programme 
Other concerts in the pipeline include: 

• Sunday 9th July Meeniyan Village Hall, a new venue for us,  but the new home of 
our former member Brian Hoskins 

• Saturday 22nd July, Australian Catholic University 

• Sunday 6th August Warburton (Upper Yarra Arts Centre) 
For details of these and other concerts please look up our website 
www.melbournewelsh.com.au or contact our ticket secretary Irenee Owen on (03) 9893-
6016.  The website also has some of photographs of the choir’s trips including the recent one 
to Tasmania. 

Interested in joining the choir? 
The choir continues to grow but we are always on the look out for new members. 
If you are interested in joining the choir, give our secretary Alan Stevenson a call on (03) 
9870 8891, or just come along and sit in on our regular Wednesday night rehearsals at 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. We will be pleased to see you and you 
will be made most welcome. 
Whatever your level of musical competence, you will experience the best choral conductor 
and accompanist in Melbourne, a great environment and a group of dedicated and talented 
choristers.  Many of our members have had no formal musical training, but they work hard, 
enjoy what they do and are keen to help the choir achieve new heights. 
If you simply want to see and hear the choir rehearsing, please come along. Visitors are 
always welcome and if you come on the first Wednesday in the month we’ll even offer you a 
sandwich or a cake. You’ll appreciate how a four-part harmony, male voice arrangement is 
developed to the polished state you see on stage. Having an audience tends to keep our 
choristers in check, without inhibiting the fun and banter, which is part of every rehearsal! 
Communication 
The choir depends on ticket sales to its concerts for income, so your patronage is key to our 
survival and growth. Feel free to copy or circulate this newsletter to any of your friends and if 
you would like us to add them to our distribution list then let us know. Email and the internet 
is our preferred way of communication with our supporters so write to us and let us know 
what you think of our performances, introduce us to your friends and tell us what you would 
like us to perform at forthcoming events. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts. 
Iechyd da 
 
Gwyn Harper 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 


