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Annual “Night of Song” and Singer Of The Year
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University, 

8 pm Saturday 6th September 2008

Heats for the Singer Of The Year competition will be held 
at Ruskin Hall, Melba Conservatorium of Music, 45 York 
St. Richmond, on the evenings of Thursday 4th September 
and Friday 5th September 2008. Audience welcome at the 
heats, with no admittance charge. These evenings are mini 
concerts with outstanding talent. Its great to give the singers 
an audience to sing to.Each evening should start around 7pm, 
but if you want to check ring the secretary on 9870 8891.

Please see the enclosed flyer for ticket prices  for our Annual 
Concert, and note that we are offering Early Bird bookings 
at quite a saving on the published ticket price. If you get 
your order in by mail or phone before 8th August you can 
take advantage of these savings.

This is Lucas de Jong’s first Annual Concert, and most of 
you that have attended our concerts through the year will 
agree that the choir is sounding better and better at each 
appearance. Many of you will appreciate that we are bringing 
the African songs back into our repertoire.  We really want 
to sell out the Robert Blackwood Hall on Saturday 6th 
September prior to the Choir leaving on their trip to Wales 
and the Royal Albert Hall. 

Quite a large part of the programme in our Annual Concert 
this year will be from the Royal Albert Hall programme. 
We’re sorry we can’t take you to Wales with us, but come 
along on Saturday 6th September and get a taste of what we 
are taking with us. 

of Wales and England. This culminates in the Festival of 
Choirs concert, where we will join with 800 or so other 
choristers from around the world, on stage at the Royal Al-
bert Hall, London, on the 18th of October 2008. Details of 
the tour are given in other sections of the newsletter together 
with a humorous background to the choir as our contribution 
to the Concert programme. The compiler of the programme 
was disappointed by the blandness of all the choirs’ back-
ground information he had received and has offered a prize 
for the most entertaining and amusing background informa-
tion. Check out our contribution on the back page - we think 
we’re in with a show!
As you can imagine we’re undertaking a massive learning 
program with 19 songs in the Royal Albert Hall programme, 
of which, only 4 were in our repertoire last year. At this 
stage we have only one song yet to be learned but with five 
of the new items being sung in Welsh, we still have some 
work to do in getting the pronunciation word perfect.
Recent Concerts 
Since our last communication, the choir has been very busy 
singing in a number of very different venues. 
The annual St David’s Day Concert at Malvern Town Hall 
was well attended and we are indebted to the Stonnington 
Council for the use of the Hall. At the lovely Mont De 
Lancey estate, on a very warm afternoon, the Choir sang, (in 
our shirtsleeves) in the Gazebo in the garden. Our “home” 
theatre Karralyka in Ringwood was filled to capacity for 
our concert in April, as was the RACV Club in the city in 
May. The Club is very generous to both the choir and the 
audience with their free refreshments at interval, and the 
gracious introduction by Ian Hankey. We look forward to a 
lasting relationship with the RACV Club.
Earlier this month the choir honoured an outstanding 
commitment by performing a joint concert with the 
Stonnington Brass Band. Our MD - Lucas de Jong - really 
earned his keep in integrating the choir with the Band, 
overcoming the differences in volume, pitch and tempo 
between the different groups, and sharing the conducting 
of the Band and Choir for the joint items. The audience at 
Malvern Town Hall were very appreciative of our efforts. 

Dear Friends of the Melbourne Welsh,
Welcome to our 2008 winter newsletter. 
Full speed ahead for London

A week later we were at the wonderful Werribee Cultural 
Centre where our concert was predominantly based on 
the Royal Albert Hall programme. The critical feedback 
was most encouraging and for some members of a strong 
contingent with Italian background in the audience, our 
rendition of Va Pensiero brought tears to their eyes.
Our Concert Programme for the rest of the year
The Choir’s concert programme for 2008 continues with a 
joint concert with Geelong Ladies Welsh Choir at Geelong 
Wesley Church. You may recall that we sang with them 
at Malvern Town Hall in 2007 and this is our return 
engagement. 
On Monday 18th August we will be back at the Hamer Hall 
for the Morning Melodies programme organised by the Arts 
Centre.  Those who have attended other Morning Melodies 
concerts will be aware that the same one hour program (with 
no interval) is given at two separate performances at 11:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. It’s a hard task, but very rewarding for 
both choir and audience.
After our return from the U.K. we will be appearing at St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Geelong two concerts on Friday 28th 
November at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. organised by our 
good friends at Tuckers Funerals.
We look forward to seeing you at our concerts. Iechyd da

Gwyn Harper

At the time of writing we have 100 days to go before 
we embark on the flight to Manchester, for our tour
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Annual Concert & Singer Of The Year at Monash 6th September 2008

Our contribution to the RAH official programme

Melbourne Welsh Male Voice Choir
The foundation for the MWMVC was laid in the late 
Eighteenth century when a band of murderers, cut throats 
and robbers were deported from Wales to Australia. These 
new colonists quickly developed the technique of standing 
on raised platforms and singing in the Welsh tradition whilst 
their colleagues moved amongst the enthralled gathering 
purloining their pocket watches, snuff boxes and purses. 
Over two centuries later descendants of this motley crew in 
the form of the MWMVC continue the proud tradition of 
engaging audiences in Australia and around the world whilst 
relieving them of their valuables.
Attracted by the trophies to be plundered and in an 
audacious yet subtle attempt at repatriation, the choir 
participated in the 1992 inaugural ‘Choir of the World’ 
at Cardiff Arms Park. Inevitably they were greeted by an 
adoring band of nubile wenches, their cover was blown 
and amid nationwide cries of ‘lock up your daughters’ the 
choir was swiftly bundled back to Australia. 
Since then the choir has been ejected from the USA in 1994, 
Africa in 1997 and Canada in 2002 after many a concert hall 
was seduced by the dulcet tones, manly physiques and light 
fingers of this heroic mob. 
Relax, lay back in your seat and lose yourself in the music. 
Should you hear a little rustling behind you ‘tis but the breeze.
It is with much enthusiasm that the choir finds itself in the 
Royal Albert Hall. 
So close to the crown jewels!

Choir trip to UK
October 5th Sunday
Arrive Dubai with day at leisure. What could be more ex-
citing when you Cruise aboard one of the traditional wood-
en vessels called the Dhow, which offers an intriguingly 
and enchanted view of the City of lights, Dubai by night 

October 6th Monday
Depart Dubai for flight to Manchester arriving + 1

October 7th Tuesday
Arrive Manchester - transfer to our North Wales Hotel for 
5 night’s accommodation.in Mold,

October 8th Wednesday
A day of touring - Llanberis. Caernarfon, Llanfair P.G. 
Lunch will be in Caernarfon. Evening at leisure.

October 9th Thursday
Day at leisure. Evening Concert with Hogiau’r Ddwylan 
on the Isle of Angelsy. Post concert afterglow. 

October 10th Friday
Touring - Blaenau Ffestiniog, Porthmadog, Post Meirion. 
We return to our hotel via Betwys y Coed and stop in at the 
Royal Oak Hotel for a drink before returning to base.

October 11th Saturday
Travel to Oswestry where we have concert at St. Oswalds 
Church with Cor y Traeth. 

October 12th Sunday
Depart for Swansea with touring en route. 3 nights at 
the IBIS Hotel Swansea Bay. Evening Concert 7.30pm 
at Maesteg Town Hall with the Maesteg Gleemen. Post 
concert afterglow and return to hotel.

October 13th Monday
Visit Saint Fagans Museum. Drive short distance into the City 
Centre [Cardiff] 3 hours here before boarding our coaches 
to visit the Welsh Heritage Park in the Rhondda Valley. 
Thereafter, we return to our hotel. Evening at leisure.

October 14th Tuesday Touring

October 15th Wednesday
Depart for London where we stay at Royal National Hotel. 

October 16th Thursday
At leisure with evening rehearsal for the RAH event.

October 17th Friday
Day at leisure. Optional excursions available of London 
and environs. In the evening we have a concert with 
Weybridge Choir at 7.30pm at the Catholic Church of 
Christ Prince of Peace.

October 18th Saturday
Free day in London and transfer for Concert Royal Albert 
Hall. In evening afterglow.

October 19th
Morning at leisure. Transfer coaches will depart late 
afternoon for the airport.

Our proposed new ad for Tenors
Men’s Health Notice - New DRUG FREE therapy 

Do you often wish you could: 
 • Strengthen your immune system, and improve your posture
 • Reduce stress and anxiety, and improve lung function 
 • Release ‘happy endorphins’ into your bloodstream, reduce 
       depression and general moodiness
 • Strengthen your head and neck muscles 
 • Exercise the brain in a fun way by increasing your language  
       and word skills 
 • Increase your capacity for self expression and build up
       confidence and self esteem

 WHO practices this therapy locally?  
The MWMC 7.00 pm every Wednesday 

WHERE? 
Maroondah Federation Estate, Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood 

WHAT’s it all about......... 
We are the Melbourne Welsh Male Choir and we currently 
have vacancies for tenors. Please come along and hear us, or join 
in. Enjoy the friendly atmosphere and be entertained. It’s quite 
therapeutic. See what happens behind the scenes at of one of 
Australia’s most acclaimed and popular male voice choirs, based 
in Ringwood. Travel with new close friends around Australia and 
the World. Be rewarded and applauded for your work. 


